NEVER BE DETERRED WITH NEGATIVE RESPONSES

Matthew 10:7-15

The ministry of the Twelve is not confined to preaching, for they are also told to cure the sick, heal the
leper, and cast out demons. What they have freely received from Jesus, they must freely pass on to others,
in a complete sharing of gifts and talents. The true meaning of the reign of God is brought out in the
generous relationships of daily life.

However as Jesus sends out his disciples he warns them to expect the rejection. They are to proclaim the
good news that the kingdom of God is at hand, the reign of God’s life-giving love, but they will encounter
those who will not welcome them and will not listen to what they have to say. This negative response is
not to deter them from their mission of proclaiming God’s loving presence by what they say and do. It
certainly did not deter Jesus. When he suffered the ultimate rejection on the cross, he proclaimed the same
good news as risen Lord to those who had turned away from him and rejected him. We are to reveal the
loving presence of God, regardless of how we are received by others.



