
THE HEN AND HER CHICKS 

Luke 13:31-35 

 
Look at how protective the hen is towards her little ones. Jesus was clearly a keen observer of 

nature and of the animal world. He would have often seen hens clucking about in the village, 

gathering their brood and watching over them. He too was bent on gathering people. He 

wanted to form them into a united community, including people who would not normally 

relate in friendship, Jew, Samaritan and Gentile, rich and poor, law abiding and sinner, male 

and female. 

He laments the fact that so many were not willing to be gathered by him. He longed to gather 

them but he was powerless before the mystery of human freedom. He could call and invite 

and plead but could not coerce. When his desire to save people met with murderous 

resistance, and they nailed him to the cross, he continued to call and to invite, calling them 

still. “When I am raised up… I will draw all people to myself.” After the resurrection, his 

work of calling and inviting and gathering continues to this day. He never ceases his work of 

gathering people for the kingdom of God and he continues to await our response. 


